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MAYLANDS — DAN MURPHY’S LIQUOR STORE 

Statement by Member for Maylands 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.58 pm]: Overconsumption of alcohol is a major contributor to the burden of 
disease in Australia. The harm works at short-term and long-term levels, with overconsumption causing deaths 
from street violence, traffic accidents and family and domestic violence as well as a range of diseases, some of 
which are fatal. A vital part of managing harm reduction is in the control of demand and in reducing supply. It is 
about regulating availability, affordability and how alcohol is promoted. Research shows the importance of 
managing the prevalence and placement of low price liquor outlets—cheap grog. The top 10 per cent of drinkers, 
the high-risk ones, pay 80c a drink; the low-risk drinkers pay $4.75 a standard drink. Young people and high-risk 
drinkers are especially at risk and responsive to minimum price advertising. 

Last week Woolworths again bypassed the City of Bayswater and went straight to the joint development 
assessment panel to extend its planning approval for a 1 100 square metre Dan Murphy’s liquor store in 
a residential area of Maylands. For two years my community has fought to stop the establishment of this bottle 
shop. The Western Australian Liquor Commission refused Woolworths’ application for an extension of its 
licence and the city has amended the town planning scheme to stop the development of bottle shops over 
350 square metres. Imagine my amazement when I heard Woollies’ lawyers claim that this Dan Murphy’s is not 
really a bottle shop. Of the 1 100 square metres, 86 per cent of it is a bottle shop and 14 per cent is a tavern. In 
complete rejection of public opinion and local expectations JDAP has granted Australian Leisure and Hospitality 
Group, or Woolworths, an extension to their planning approval. This is another abuse of process and a disastrous 
outcome from the JDAP. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2. 00 pm 
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